Psych 2552: Moral Cognition

Spring 2007

Instructor: Joshua Greene

[Note to moralpsychology.net readers.  This syllabus is not really a syllabus, but rather a retrospective record of what we ended up reading in this seminar.  The readings were chosen by consensus as we went along, and as a result, the seminar ended up being rather narrowly focused on empirical work using “trolley problems,” with a few other readings covering related issues.  Next time I will do things differently, laying out the syllabus in advance to ensure broader and more representative coverage.  In short, I don’t recommend using this as your reading list, but it’s a good place to start for empirical work on “trolleys.”  Note that the Ciaramelli et al. paper from SCAN (2007) http://scan.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/2/2/84 should be added to the list.]

Requirements
Weekly one-page response papers, submitted 24 hours prior to class

One class presentation on reading

Final project consisting of one of the following:


Experimental project with short write-up


Research proposal (approx 20 pages)


Theoretical paper (approx 20 pages)
Readings
Haidt, J. (under review). The new synthesis in moral psychology.

Haidt, J . (2001). The emotional dog and its rational tail: A social intuitionist approach to moral judgment. Psychological Review. 108, 814-834.
Pizarro, D.A., & Bloom, P. (2003). The intelligence of moral intuitions: Comment on Haidt (2001). Psychological Review, 110, 197-198.

Haidt, J. (2003). The emotional dog does learn new tricks: A reply to Pizarro and Bloom (2003). Psychological Review, 110, 197-198.

Greene, book manuscript, Chs 1-2

Valdesolo, P., & DeSteno, D. (2006). Manipulations of emotional context shape moral judgment. Psychol Sci, 17(6), 476-477.

Valdesolo, P., & DeSteno, D. (in press). Moral hypocrisy: the flexibility of virtue. Psychological Science.

Greene, J., Morelli, S., Lowenberg, K., Nysrom, L., & Cohen, J. (submitted). Cognitive load selectively interferes with utilitarian moral judgment.Unpublished manuscript.

Koenigs, M., Young, L., Adolphs, R., Tranel, D., Cushman, F., Hauser, M., et al. (submitted). Damage to the prefrontal cortex increases utilitarian moral judgments.

Mendez, M. F., Anderson, E., & Shapira, J. S. (2005). An investigation of moral judgement in frontotemporal dementia. Cogn Behav Neurol, 18(4), 193-197.

Nichols, S. (2002). Norms with feeling: towards a psychological account of moral judgment. Cognition, 84(2), 221-236.

Nichols, S., & Mallon, R. (2006). Moral dilemmas and moral rules. Cognition, 100(3), 530-542.

Killgore, W. D., Killgore, D. B., Day, L. M., Li, C., Kamimori, G. H., & Balkin, T. J. (2007). The effects of 53 hours of sleep deprivation on moral judgment. Sleep, 30(3), 345-352.

Blair, R. J. (1995). A cognitive developmental approach to mortality: investigating the psychopath. Cognition, 57(1), 1-29.

Blair, R. J. (2001). Neurocognitive models of aggression, the antisocial personality disorders, and psychopathy. J Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry, 71(6), 727-731.

Greene, book manuscript, Ch. 3.

Mikhail, J. (2007). Universal moral grammar: theory, evidence and the future. Trends Cogn Sci, 11(4), 143-152.

Waldmann, M. R., & Dieterich, J. H. (2007). Throwing a bomb on a person versus throwing a person on a bomb: intervention myopia in moral intuitions. Psychol Sci, 18(3), 247-253.

Lakoff, G., & Johnson, M. (1999). "Morality" in Philosophy in the flesh. New York: Basic Books.


 Turiel, E. (2006). Thought, Emotions, and Social Interactional Processes in Moral Development. In M. Killen & J. Smetana (Eds.), Handbook of Moral Development (pp. 7-36). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Greene, book manuscript, Ch 4.



